
Revision Guide

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

The Religious Education department suggest the following strategies for effective revision.

• We encourage students to take the approach of revising a ‘little and often’.
• Students have 3 examinations in Religious Education. They should look at the content of each of 

these exams regularly across the year to maintain and develop their subject knowledge.
• Students are provided with a revision pack for each unit of work. They should use this as a basis to 

ensure they are revising the exact content of the specification.
• Students should revise by looking at the sample exam questions for each exam and ensuring they 

know four pieces of knowledge for each question. If they cannot do this, they should use their revision 
guide to find the answer. Regular repetition of this process will develop their subject knowledge and 
ensure they can transfer that knowledge to exam questions. 

The sample questions for each examination can be found on the following pages.

If parents/carers want to support their child’s revision, please open these questions and quiz your child 
on their subject knowledge. Ask them to provide answers, find answers together and regularly repeat 
this process.

Making mind maps/flash cards and personalised revision notes is also recommended as effective 
revision practice.



B Questions
• Describe Catholic beliefs about creation.
• Describe different Christian views about 

creation.
• Describe scientific views regarding the origin of the universe.
• Describe the Catholic view of evolution.
• Describe what is meant by the sanctity of life.
• Describe Catholic teaching on abortion.
• Describe what the Genesis stories of creation tell us about God.
• Describe Christian views regarding stewardship.
• Describe the significance of the Bible for Christians.
• Describe the symbolism in Michelangelo’s creation of Adam painting.
• Describe what is meant by interfaith dialogue.
• Describe the work of CAFOD 

EXAM 1

Spend 2 minutes on these questions. Try to define as 
accurately as possible. If relevant, give an example.

Origins and Meaning and Good and Evil

SECTION 1- Origins and Meaning
Here are examples of the types of questions you will be expected to complete.

The first questions you will complete are A questions.

TIP

Spend 5 minutes on these questions.  Try 
to give 3 clear ideas in your response or 2 
detailed points.

TIP

A Questions
What is meant by the following:
• Creation ex nihilo 
• Evolution
• Imago Dei
• Inspiration
• Omnipotence
• Revelation
• Stewardship
• Transcendence 

C Questions 
• Explain why there are different Christian attitudes 

towards the Creation stories.
• Explain the attitudes two different religions/religious traditions towards the scientific accounts of 

the universe.
• Explain the attitudes of two different religions/religious traditions towards abortion.
• Explain the attitudes of two different religions/religious traditions towards the nature of the Bible 

as a source of inspiration.
• Explain the attitudes of two different religions/religious traditions towards the importance of 

interfaith dialogue.

Spend 8 minutes on these 
questions.  Try to give 4 clear ideas.

TIP



SECTION 1- Good and Evil

A Questions
What is meant by the following:
• Conscience
• Evil
• Free-will
• Goodness
• Incarnation
• Natural Law
• Privation
• Suffering

D Questions
Make sure you include evaluation. E.g. Which seem to be the strongest arguments/or highlight why 
some people may feel certain arguments are weak or strong.

Examples
Comment on statements, showing you have 
considered more than one point of view.

‘Christians cannot believe in evolution’.

‘Abortions should be illegal’.

‘It is the duty of Christians to care for the environment.’

‘The bible is the ultimate source of inspiration’

Spend 15 minutes on these questions. 
Try to give a balance between reasons 
why some people may agree with the 
statement and reasons why some people 
may disagree with the statement.

TIP

D Questions
Examples
Comment on statements, showing you have 
considered more than one point of view.

‘The existence of evil is proof that God does not exist’.

‘A conscience is the most reliable source of moral 
authority’

‘Belief in The incarnation is the most important part 
of Christianity’.

C Questions
• Explain why evil is a problem for 

religious believers
• Explain the attitudes of two different 

religions/religious traditions towards 
the Trinity

• Explain the attitudes of two different 
religions/religious traditions towards 
belief in the incarnation.

• Explain the attitudes of two different 
religions/religious traditions towards 
Jesus as a source of moral authority.

• Explain the attitudes of two different 
religions/religious traditions regarding 
the use of statues as a form of worship.

B Questions
• Describe the problem of evil.
• Describe the Catholic view on the origins of evil.
• Describe how Christians respond to evil.
• Describe Catholic vies on the Trinity.
• Describe the importance of the Incarnation for Christians.
• Explain Christian views on Jesus as a source of authority.
• Explain Christian understanding of natural law as a source 

of moral authority.
• Explain Catholic views on the use of statues as a form of 

worship.
• Explain the significance of pilgrimage to Catholics.
• Describe the features of the rosary as a form of prayer. 



B Questions
• Describe Catholic beliefs on the meaning of 

death and dying well,
• Describe Catholic views on Euthanasia.
• Describe what is meant be the sanctity of life.
• Describe Catholic views on life after death.
• Explain the Catholic teachings on judgement.
• Explain the importance of the Magisterium.
• Explain the significance of Vatican II.
• Describe Catholic views on the use of artefacts for worship.
• Describe the important features of a Catholic funeral.
• Describe the importance of prayer for Catholics. 
• Explain the significance of the Paschal candle at Baptism and Easter for Catholics. 

EXAM 2

Spend 2 minutes on these questions. Try to define as 
accurately as possible. If relevant, give an example.

Life and death and Sin and forgiveness

SECTION 1- Life and Death
Here are examples of the types of questions you will be expected to complete.

The first questions you will complete are A questions.

TIP

Spend 5 minutes on these questions.  Try 
to give 3 clear ideas in your response or 2 
detailed points.

TIP

A Questions
What is meant by the following:
• Death
• Eternal Life
• Heaven
• Hell
• Judgement
• Magisterium
• Resurrection
• Soul 

C Questions 
• Explain why there are different Christian attitudes 

towards Euthanasia.
• Explain different Christian attitudes towards life after death. 
• Explain why the Magisterium is important to Catholicism. 
• Explain why Vatican II was important for the Catholic Church. 
• Explain why there are different Christian views regarding the use of artefacts for worship.
• Explain how Catholic beliefs about life and death are shown in a Catholic funeral.
• Explain how the Paschal candle symbolise Catholic beliefs on life and death.

Spend 8 minutes on these 
questions.  Try to give 4 clear ideas.

TIP



SECTION 1- Sin and Forgiveness

A Questions
What is meant by the following:
• Sin
• Absolutism
• Relativism
• Punishment
• Forgiveness
• Salvation
• Evangelisation
• Eucharist
• 

D Questions
Make sure you include evaluation. E.g. Which seem to be the strongest arguments/or highlight why 
some people may feel certain arguments are weak or strong.

Examples
Comment on statements, showing you have 
considered more than one point of view.

‘Euthanasia should be legalised’

‘All Catholics should follow The Magisterium of The Church.’

‘Music is a distraction when you are trying to worship’.

‘Life after death is impossible’

Spend 15 minutes on these questions. 
Try to give a balance between reasons 
why some people may agree with the 
statement and reasons why some people 
may disagree with the statement.

TIP

D Questions
Examples
Comment on statements, showing you have considered 
more than one point of view.

‘Forgiveness is too soft for criminals’.

‘All Christians should be evangelising.’

‘The customs of the U.K are clearly Christian’.

‘Going to church is the most part of being a Catholic’.

C Questions
• Explain how Christian teachings on 

salvation are represented in church.
• Explain why Evangelisation is 

important to Christianity.
• Explain why keeping Christian customs 

and traditions may be a challenge in 
the UK.

• Explain why Catholics refer to the 
Church as Apostolic.

• Explain why Catholics refer to the 
church as one.

• Explain how Catholic views on 
salvation are shown through the 
sacraments. 

B Questions
• Describe the difference between a sin and a crime.
• Explain the different views on punishment.
• Describe the importance of forgiveness for Christians.
• Describe Catholic views on capital punishment.
• Explain Catholic teaching on salvation.
• Explain the importance of The Church for Catholics.
• Explain the importance of Mary for Catholics.
• Describe the important features of a church.
• Explain the significance of the sacraments.
• Describe Catholic views on Evangelisation.



B Questions
• Describe Jewish beliefs on the nature of God 
• Describe Jewsih beliefs in shekinah
• Describe Jewish beliefs of the Messiah (Mashiach) 
• Describe the importance of covenants in Judaism 
• Describe two views on life after death in Judaism 
• Describe different Jewish beliefs about resurrection
• Describe Jewish beliefs about the significance of God’s covenant with Moses
• Describe Jewish views on the importance of pikuach nefesh
• Describe Jewish beliefs in the relationship between freewill and the mitzvot

EXAM 3

Spend 2 minutes on these questions. Try to define as 
accurately as possible. If relevant, give an example.

Judaism

SECTION 1- Jewish Beliefs
Here are examples of the types of questions you will be expected to complete.

The first questions you will complete are A questions.

TIP

Spend 5 minutes on these questions.  
Try to give 3 clear ideas in your 
response or 2 detailed points.

TIP

A Questions
What is meant by the following:
• Synagogue
• Shekhinah
• Shabbat
• Kosher
• Torah
• Mitzvot
• Messiah
• Covenant

C Questions 
• Explain Jewish teachings about the resurrection 
• Explain Jewish beliefs about the nature of God 
• Explain why Moses is important in Judaism
• Explain Jewish beliefs regarding the nature and importance of the Mitzvots 
• Explain why the covenants are important in Judaism
• Explain Jewish teachings on the nature and significance of shekhinah
• Explain Jewish practice of pikuach nefesh

Spend 8 minutes on these 
questions.  Try to give 4 clear ideas.

TIP



SECTION 1- Jewish Practice

A Questions
What is meant by the following:
• Synagogue
• Shekhinah
• Shabbat
• Kosher
• Torah
• Mitzvot
• Messiah
• Covenant
• 

D Questions
Make sure you include evaluation. E.g. Which seem to be the strongest arguments/or highlight why 
some people may feel certain arguments are weak or strong.

Examples
Comment on statements, showing you have 
considered more than one point of view.

‘Keeping the Ten Commandments are the most 
important part of Judaism’.

‘God created the world in seven days’

‘After death, everyone will be resurrected’

‘You cannot be Jewish and break the mitvots’

Spend 15 minutes on these questions. 
Try to give a balance between reasons 
why some people may agree with the 
statement and reasons why some people 
may disagree with the statement.

TIP

D Questions
Examples
Comment on statements, showing you have 
considered more than one point of view.

‘You have to go to a synagogue to be a Jew’

‘Sabbath is the most important festival for 
Jews’

‘You must follow strict dietary laws if you 
want to be truly Jewish’

‘Weddings are an important celebration for 
Jews’

C Questions
• Explain the difference between Orthodox and 

Reform Jews 
• Explain the nature and importance of the sedur 

meal for Jews
• Explain different beliefs in the importance of 

keeping kosher 
• Explain how Jews celebrate Pesach 
• Explain the nature of the Jewish celebration of 

Yom Kippur
• Explain Jewish mourning rituals and their 

significance
• Explain the role and importance of brit milah
• Explain the different functions of the synagogue

B Questions
• Describe the main features of a synagogue
• Describe the main features of a Jewish wedding service 
• Describe the Jewish ritual of Bar mitzvah
• Describe the main features of the siddur meal
• Describe the Jewish celebration of Rosh Hashanah
• Describe the significance of Sukkot 
• Describe the features of Jewish items worn for worship
• Describe how Jews worship in their homes
• Describe the features of Shabbat
• Describe the significance of prayer for Jews
• Describe how men and women worship differently in 

Judaism

These key terms will not come up as A questions but may be used in the exam so make sure you know 
what they are.

Brit milah, Bar mitzvah, Bat mitzvah, Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, Pesach, Sukkot, Shabbat, Synagogue


